POLICE (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 16 February 1864 ;—for, 



COPIES “ of any Instructions issued to the Irish Police with reference to 
carrying out the Provisions of the Act 25 & 26 Yict. c. 114 : ” 

“ And, of the Order for the Attendance of the Irish Police on the 
Platforms of the several Railway Stations in Ireland , and of any Instruc- 
tions issued for their Guidance when on such Duty.” 



Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle,! H. J. BROWNRIGG, 

20 February 1864 . J Inspector General of Constabulary. 



Copy of Instructions. 



— No. 1.— 

Poaching Prevention Act, 26 & 26 Viet. c. 114 . 

Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 

5 September 1862. 

Copies of this Act are [herewith] transmitted [for the guidance of the force], 
and attention is to be given to its provisions so far as the constabulary are con- 
cerned therein.] 

[A copy of the Act was transmitted with the foregoing Order to each 
constabulary station.] 



— No. 2. — 

Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 

27 October 1862. 

Cases having occurred in which the constabulary have fallen into error in regard 
to the nature and extent of their duties in connexion with the above-cited Act, by 
demanding the licenses of gentlemen unknown to them whom they had observed 
shooting, and on failure of the production thereof, summoning the parties before 
the magistrates in Petty Sessions (where the cases were dismissed), the subjoined 
copy of the Law Officers’ opinion, defining the duties of the constabulary under the 
Act in question, is promulgated for the information and guidance of the force; 
and, except as herein directed, Sect. 1317 of the Code remains in full force. 

Henry John Brownrigg , 

Inspector General. 

“ We think that under the Act in question the constabulary have iio duty as to 
inquiring whether parties have excise licenses to kill game, and we think that they 
should not make any such inquiry, and that the acts of the constables in relation 
to the persons whom they summoned were entirely wrong. We think that the 
duty of the constabulary under the said Act is simply conversant with the search- 
ing and summoning of persons who have been searching for, pursuing, or killing 
game on lands where they have no leave to go ; and whether such persons have 
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an excise license or not, they are still exposed to the consequences of the 
law as enacted by this statute, if they search for, pursue, or kill game on the 
lands of another person, without his authority so to do, and the constabulary 
should search no persons except those whom they have good cause to suspect of 
having been on lands in search, or pursuit of, or killing game without having 
authority to be on such lands. The persons against whom the Act is directed are 
those who either with or without a license enter on the lauds of others without 
their permission to search for, pursue, or kill game, as defined by the said Act. 
Even these persons the constabulary should not search at haphazard ; there should 
be good cause of suspicion in each case when a search is made, for this amongst 
other reasons, that there can be no conviction under the Act, unless it 
is proved as a matter of fact that the person summoned was unlawfully on the 
lauds, that is, was there without proper authority. We think that the constabu- 
lary can carry out the Act, their duty being confined within the limits above laid 
down. We also think that the magistrates acted rightly in dismissing the cases 
referred to.” 

(signed) J. A. Lawson, 

Edward Sullivan. 



- No. 3. — 

Extract from Constabulary Code — (Revised Edition, May i860). 

Railway Duty. 

* Sec. Sec. 

Outrages - - - - - 1086 I Entrance on Premises - 1089 

Attendance at Termini - - 1087 ] Protection of Railway Works - 1090 

1086. Outrages. — It is the duty of members of the force to use their best 
endeavours to bring to justice persons guilty of offences on railways in all cases 
proper for their interference ; such, for example, as attempts to injure the pas- 
sengers or carriages, by placing obstructions on the line ; assaults or other offences 
amounting to a breach of the peace, and leaving the offenders open to indictment; 
and such efforts should he put forth by the constabulary, whether of their own 
motion, or in co-operation with the railway authorities. 

1087. Attendance at Termini. — But it is not the duty of the constabulary to 
attend at railway termini at the instance of those authorities ; or, when called on 
by them to arrest mere trespassers on the line ; or to protect the property of the 
company; or t.o arrest drunken persons on the platform, or within the railway 
premises, as such persons should be dealt with by the railway officers, who are 
armed with legal powers for that purpose. 

1088 . When, however, the terminus is within half a mile of a town, it is 
desirable that one or more members of the force should attend the arrival and 
departure of trains, should doing so not interfere with other duties. 

1089. Entrance on Railway Premises. — The constabulary have no power to 
enter upon the lines or premises of any railway company, unless in the execu 
tion of a warrant, or by permission of the railway authorities. 

1090. Men employed in the Protection of Railways in process of construction , 
appointed in pursuance of 8 & 9 Viet. c. 46, will be placed under the com- 
mand of the officer of the district in which they are allocated, and will be subject 
to all the regulations of the force. 
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Police District of Dublin Metropolis. 

Copies of Instructions issued to the Irish Police, with reference to carrying 
out the Provisions of the Act 25 Sc 26 Viet, c 114. 

Police Orders, 21 August 1862. 

The following extract of the provisions of the Act 25 & 26 Viet. c. 114, 
entitled, “ An Act for the prevention of Poaching,” as they apply to the Police 
District of Dublin Metropolis, is herein published for the information of the 
force : 

“ It shall be lawful for any constable or peace officer in any county, borough, or 
place in Great Britain and Ireland, in any highway, street, or public place, to 
search any person whom he may have good cause to suspect of coming from any 
land where he shall have been unlawfully in search or pursuit of game, or any 
person aiding or abetting such person, and having in his possession any game 
unlawfully obtained ; or any gun, part of a gun, or nets or engines used for the 
killing or taking- game; and also to stop and search any cart or other conveyance 
in or upon which such constable or peace officer shall have good cause to sus- 
pect that any such game or any such article or thing is being carried liy any 
such person ; and should there be found any game, or any such article or thing 
as aforesaid, upon such person, cart, or other conveyance, to seize and detain 
such game, article or thing ; and such constable or peace officer shall in such 
case apply for a summons against such person. 

“ Penalty, any sum not exceeding 5?., with forfeiture of such game, guns, parts 
of guns, nets, and engines.” 

N.B. — The word “ game” includes anyone or more hares, pheasants, par- 
tridges, eggs of pheasants, and partridges, woodcocks, snipes, rabbits, grouse, 
black or moor game, and eggs of grouse, black or moor game. 

John L. O’Ferrall, 

Commissioner of Dublin Metropolitan Police. 

Metropolitan Police Office, 

Dublin Castle, 24 February 1864. 



Police District of Dublin Metropolis. 

Copy of the Order for the Attendance of the Irish Police on the Platforms 
of the several Railway Stations in Ireland , and of any Instructions issued 
for their Guidance when on such Duty. 

The Dublin Metropolitan Police do not attend on the platforms of the several 
Railway Stations, unless specially requested, as they are private property. On 
the Dublin and Kingstown line, which runs parallel to the high road, the con- 
stables’ beats are so regulated as to enable them to be at or about the several 
stations on the arrival of the trains, but this is principally for the preservation of 
order amongst the drivers of vehicles. 

John L. O'Ferrall, 

Commissioner of Dublin Metropolitan Police. '3 

Metropolitan Police Office, 

Dublin Castle, 24 February 1864. 
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COPIES of Instructions issued to the Irish 
Police with reference to carrying out the Pro- 
visions of the Act 35 & 20 Viet. c. 114} and, 
of the Order for the Attendance of the Irish 
Police on the Platforms of the several 
Railway Stations in Ireland, and of Instruc- 
tions issued for their Guidance when on such 



(Captain ArchdaU.) 
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